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Body 


The political news cycle is fast, and keeping up can be overwhelming. Trying to find differing perspectives worth 
your time is even harder. That’s why we have scoured the internet for political writing from the right and left that you 
might not have seen. 


Has this series exposed you to new ideas? 


Tell us how. Email us at ourpicks@nytimes.com. 
From the Right 


David Harsanyi in The Federalist: 


“On one hand, liberals claim that our massive overindulgences have created a catastrophic future, and on the other, 
they act like it can be fixed with minimal pain or change.” 


Mr. Harsanyi writes that the left’s reaction to President Trump’s withdrawal from the Paris climate accord is merely 
“mass virtue signaling.” He concedes that the Democrats have won when it comes to emphasizing the importance 
of fighting global warming. Where they’ve lost, he argues, is actual policy proposals that are palatable to the 
American people. Read more \xC2 


Oren Cass in The Los Angeles Times: 


“Its breakthrough was not in lifting nations up to higher levels of ambition, but rather in dropping expectations to the 
lowest common denominator.” 


Mr. Cass, who is a senior fellow at the Manhattan Institute, a conservative think tank, is not sad to leave the Paris 
climate accord. He argues that the treaty did little to reduce emissions because of one central flaw in the 
agreement’s logic: the “pledge and review” process that governed international talks. “That logic relied on a 
misunderstanding of what motivates developing nations,” he writes. Read more \xC2 


Dennis Prager in National Review: 
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“There are a few reasons that explain conservatives who were Never-Trumpers during the election, and who remain 
anti-Trump today. [...] They do not believe that America is engaged in a civil war, with the survival of America as we 
know it at stake.” 


Many conservative columnists noted a robust debate held at National Review between Mr. Prager — a staunch 
Trump supporter — and conservative anti-Trump critics. Read Mr. Prager’s attempt to convince Republicans that 
loyalty to the president outweighs any doubts they may have. The disaster of a Clinton presidency, he argues, 
would have been exponentially worse than any of Mr. Trump’s flaws. Read more \xC2 


David French in National Review: 


“Culture matters more than politics, and a culture that abandons truth and the rule of law for the sake of short-term 
partisan advantage is a culture that sentences itself to death.” 


In response to Mr. Prager’s argument, Mr. French writes a rebuttal from the never-Trump contingent. Now that the 
election is over, it’s the job of conservatives to evaluate Mr. Trump as they would any other president: applaud him 
when he’s right, and hold him accountable when he’s wrong. Mr. Prager, according to Mr. French, wants 
conservatives to act as the president’s legal counsel: “That means praise him when he’s right, and find the most 
plausible possible defense when he’s wrong.” Read more \xC2 


Ross Douthat on Twitter. 


“Now we're just being asked to pretend that Trump is a good president when he’s obviously an incompetent one. 
No thanks.” 


On Twitter, other conservatives who have criticized the president responded to Mr. Prager’s essay. Now that the 
election is over, Mr. Douthat, a Times op-ed columnist, asked, “What are we being accused of enabling by our 
criticism of Trump? What precipice will we go over if we fail to hail his every move?” 


As for Mr. Prager’s claim that never-Trump conservatives don’t believe there’s a civil war between liberals and 
conservatives, David Frum had this to say: “He’s right. | don’t believe that.” Read more \xC2 


From the Left 


Amanda Marcotte in Salon: 


“The conservative reaction to Trump’s Paris decision really drove home how this is all — and | do mean all — about 
waging culture war against the left.” 


According to Ms. Marcotte, the right has positioned the fight over climate change as another culture war. Rather 
than seeing the science in “pragmatic terms,” the president and the G.O.P. have made the issue into a “tribal 
struggle.” The cost of the right’s “desire to piss off lefty tree-huggers,” however, is an uncertain future for our 
grandchildren. Read more \xC2 


Jamie Henn in The Guardian: 


“Divestment is a way to break that chain of destruction, no matter that Trump does.” 
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Mr. Henn is a co-founder of 350.org, an international organization devoted to fighting climate change. In this 


column, he writes that the best way to fight against Mr. Trump’s decision is to divest from fossil fuels. Read 
more \xC2 

Doug Henwood, Steve Phillips, Christopher D. Cook and Medea Benjamin in The 
Nation: 


“Would his removal from office be a cure worse than the disease, or is the incumbent president such an immediate 
threat to life on Earth that getting him out of the White House is worth any political cost?” 


This week, writers on the left were having a debate of their own: Is impeachment a priority or a distraction? The 
Nation assembled four writers to address the question. Read more \xC2 


Mehdi Hasan in The Intercept: 


“Today, the terror threat from far-right white supremacists is the terror threat that dare not speak its name.” 


After an attack in Oregon left two dead and one seriously injured, Mr. Hasan asks how politicians and pundits can 
claim that white far-right terrorists don’t pose a significant threat to the country. For too long, he writes, 
commentators have decried “radical Islamic terrorism” while ignoring the numbers. “Islamist terrorists, it seems, are 
more deadly in terms of the number of people killed in each of their attacks, yet far-right terrorists are far more 
active in carrying out attacks on U.S. soil.” Read more \xC2 


Rebecca Solnit in LitHub: 


“A man who wished to become the most powerful man in the world [...] was granted his wish. Surely he must have 
imagined that more power meant more flattery, a grander image, a greater hall of mirrors reflecting back his 
magnificence. But he misunderstood power and prominence.” 


Ms. Solnit’s essay — which has slightly more rhetorical flourish than other articles in this roundup — seeks to 
understand and explain Mr. Trump through a psycho-biographical lens. “It’s lonely at the top,” she writes, and the 
president's loneliness is compounded by being, “as of this writing, the most mocked man in the world.” Read more 
\xC2 


And Finally, From the Center: 


Kate Aronoff in Harper's: 


“For [Debbie Dooley] and other members of the Green Tea Coalition, as she calls her group, expanding solar isn’t 
about saving the planet from rising tides. It’s about energy freedom.” 


No one would doubt Debbie Dooley’s conservative bona fides. Ms. Dooley is a leader of the Tea Party movement 
and an enthusiastic supporter of President Trump. As Ms. Aronoff notes in this profile, Ms. Dooley is “also one of 
the country’s most effective grassroots campaigners for clean energy.” Al Gore considers her a friend. Her eco- 
activism stems, in part, from her wish to destroy “state-created monopolies” in the electric utility sector. It also might 
be the only hope to bring renewable energy to red states like Florida. Read more \xC2 
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David A. Wirth in Lawfare: 


“International law, developed over centuries of interactions among nations with leaders with egos and agendas at 
least as large as Donald Trump's, has evolved precisely to ensure continuity among the community of states and to 
moderate the effect of major disruptions such as Trump’s recent announcement.” 


If you’re curious about the legal consequences of the president's withdrawal from the Paris agreement, read this 
piece by Mr. Wirth, who used to advise the State Department on legal matters relating to international 
environmental issues. In this case, he writes, international law may “exert a moderating influence on what might 
appear in retrospect to have been a rash decision.” Read more \xC2 


Alexander Todorov in Aeon: 


“When it comes to decisions about strangers, the easiest, most accessible shortcut is our first impression. 
Unknowledgeable voters go for this shortcut.” 


Mr. Todorov is a professor of psychology at Princeton University and leads its Social Perception Lab, which is 
devoted to studying social cognition. In this article, he writes about his work on first impressions and their effect on 
political outcomes. When we don’t have a lot of information, he explains, our brains rely on “shortcuts”; low- 
information voters tend to rely on appearance to guide their decisions. Read more \xC2 


Jonathan Goldsmith in Politico: 


“Me, an icon of international fame? More like me, the one-time garbage truck driver, chumming around with the 
leader of the free world.” 


You would likely recognize Mr. Goldsmith if you saw him on the street. He’s the bearded former spokesman for Dos 
Equis, otherwise known as the most interesting man in the world. We couldn't help but include his charming tale of 
how he got the role of a lifetime and how that role got him the friend of a lifetime: President Barack Obama. Read 
more \xC2 


Want the Partisan Writing Roundup in your inbox? Sign up for the Morning Briefing Newsletter or the What 
We’re Reading Newsletter. 


Have thoughts about this collection? Email feedback to ourpicks@nytimes.com. 
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